RESOLUTION OF THE 2008 ILLINOIS REPUBLICAN STATE CONVENTION
CONCERNING DIRECT ELECTIONS OF STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEEMEN AND
STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEEWOMEN

WHEREAS, the Slate Cantral Committee is the senior goverming bcard of the illinols Republican Party,
and the members of this State Central Committee have a duty to serve and protect the best interesis of
alt Republicans to the best of their ability, and to advarce the ideals and message of our Grand Old Party
in I'linois;

WHEREAS, the llinois Renublican Pary used to allow all Republicans to dircctly elect the membars of
the State Central Committee in our party primary every four years;

WHEREAS, a tiny group of insiders intent on consclidating power took this right away from regular
Republicars two decades ago and substituted a much moreg closed system for selection with adverse
incentives, and cne which has ieft cur Parfy’s governing bcard answerable oniy 1o a few. and
unazcountable 1o the Republican rank-and-file;

WHEREAS, the llinois Election Code at 10 ILCS §/7-8/a) sets forth a mathod whareby direct democracy
can be resiored to the llinois Republican Party by re:urning to a system whereby Republican primary
voters would directly elec: State Central Committeemen and State Central Committgewornan every four
years from within each U.S. Congressional District;

WHEREAS, 70 {LUS 5/7-8¢a) states in relevart part, “4 political party may, by a majority vole of the
dJelegates of any State convention of such poty, determine lo return to the efecrion of State centraf
committeeman anc State ceniral committsewoman by the vote of primary electors. Any aclion lakeri by 3
political party at a State convention in accordance with this Section shall be reported 1o the State Board of
Elaciions by the chairman and secrelary of such convention within 10 days after such action.”;

WHEREAS, this Convenion wishes tc proudly stard with President George W. Bush ard our
presumptive Republican Presidential Nominee John McCain as thess outstanding leaders support and
encoJrage pro-democracy reforms around the world;

WHEREAS, this Convention believes our lllinois GOP cannot continue to deny Republicans the same
basic right that our brave military men and woman afe giving their lives to protect for others oversees —
the fundamental principle of ane person, cne vote;

WHEREAS, SB600 was a bill that would have accomplished substantially the same retumn to direct
clections, but by leg'slation weli in advance of the current Convention;

WHEREAS, 3B600 passead the lllinois Senate by a unanimous vote on April 14, 2005, with the support of
the following Senalz Republicans: Chris Lauzen; Pamela Althoff; Larry Bomke; Bill Brady; Dan
Cronin falso curreny DuPage County GOF Chairman]; Gary Dahl; Kirk Dillard falso former DuPage
County GOF Chairman), Adeline Geo-Karis; John O. Jones; Wendell Jones; Dave Luechtefeld;
Carole Pankau; Bill Peterson [a/so former member of the State Central Committesj; Christine
Radogno; Steve Rauschenberger; Dale Righter; Dale Risinger; Dan Rutherford; Todd Sieben;
Dave Sullivan; Dave Syverson [current memsber of the Sta‘e Ceniral Committes]; Frank Watson,
Richard Winkei, and Kathleen Wojcik;

WHEREAS, SB80OC only faied to get to the Governor's desk for signature because the bill was killed in
the llinois House when the GOP's Housa leadership succumbed tc pressure frcm our own party's
eniranzhed insiders not to advance the reform legislatien;

WHEREAS, another opporunity is now afforded to Republicans to return to direc: elections witqout
changing the law, as the llinais Election Code as currently writen al 10 /1LC3S 5:7-8(a) allows our Pariy ta
mace the change on its awn, but ony at a State Corvention, by a majority vote of the dzlegates;




WHEREAS, this Convention wishes to endorse the greater opennass and accountability, betler cank-ard.
file participation, and enharced transparency that returming to direct elections wauld foster and promals,

WHEREAS, thiz Conventinn believes it is fime 10 reverse a two decade old decsion formar
Republicans ny only a few, which made our Hingis Republican Parly less compelitive, less inclusivs o
legs demaocralic;

WHEREAS, this Convention believes all Minois Republicans are worthy of al least the same leval of
demasracy, and deserve at least the same lovel of respect, thal all illineis Demacrats currenily anjoy
within their $tare Party;

WHEREAS, svery Republican candidate in 2008 and 2310 will benafit from 8 more participaiory Sty
and frem State Centrai Committeemaen and Stale Central Committeewsmen who will have graets:

ol

ncettive o engags and reorud Republican rank-and-ile vaters, and to build our Pacty;

g

NOW, THEREFORE. BE IT RESQLVED, that this 2008 Iinois Republican State Convention Fareby
approves, by a majority of the delegates 11 aftendarce, a relum to g direct election Tty Repdblican
primary slectors of alf State Centrat Commiltesmian and State Central Commiitteewomen for the iiinuig

Pepubliican Party, as authavized in 10 LCS 5/7-8(4).

THE FOREGQING RESQLUTION. having heen presertad at the 2008 lllincis Republican Siale
Convention on e 7k day of June 2008 iz hereoy appraved by a majenty vele of the delegaies
attendance

50 ORDERED

Az Chairmar ot tha 7403 Hinois Republcan State Convenlion, | hereby certify that the foregring
resoiution has been duly adouted as the official postion of the llinadis Reputiican Party, as of this Vih day
of Jure 2008,

Chairman

Az Georetary of the 2008 liimols Fepublican State Canvention, | hargby serify that the foregomg
resoiuticn has been duly adopted 2s he offical position of the Winois Republican Party, as of this 7 s

of June 20U,

Secretary



RESOLUTION
OF THE ILLINOIS REPUBLICAN PARTY
REGARDING THE DIRECT ELECTION OF MENMBERS OF
THE STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
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W HEREAS, the Illinpis Election Code (17 [LCS3/7-8(a)) provides that the State Ceniral
Committee shall >e comvosed of one menber from eaph congressional district in the state, and;

WHEREAS 2 political nartv may by a majouity vote of delegates at any state convention of such
party, determirez 1o therezfer elect the State Cenuel at county conventions held by such political
party. and;

WHEREAS. the Illincis Republican Party has chosen to elect members 1o the Stare Central
Comminee by ward, township. and precinet committeemen voting at county conventions, and;

WHERLEAS, in 2002 Senate Bill 600 was introduced in the Illineis General Assembliy to provide
for the direct election of the State Central Comminee by primary volers, and;
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WHEREAS, the Conventon Committee on Piatform and Resclutions has conducted an extensive
hearing on *he quastion ol whather the State Central Committee should be direcily elect

slected =v Republican ward, township, and precinet committeemen, and;
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WHEREAS, it s the recommendation of the Convention Comumnittee on Platform and

Resaiutions 1o oppose the direct election of the State Central Commitree due 1o the added

exnense of conduering such an election, and because it undenmines the rights and powers of duly

e.ocizd Republican ward, rownship, and pracinct committeemen to participate in the eiection of

tae State Central Committee, aml it makes lesadership of the state party vulnerable io the undue
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THEREFORE BE [T RESOLVED, thar it is the official policy of the [linois Republicen Party,
adopted this 6" day of June 2008 by the party Convention to oppose the direct election of the
State Centrel Conumnittes.

Andy McKenra, Tolbert Chisum,

Chairmman of the lllinois Republican Party Secretary of the 2008 Illinois Renublican
Party Convention



MINORITY REPORT

RESOLLTION CONCERNING DIRECT ELECTIONS OF STATE CENTRAL
CONMMITTEEMEN AND STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEEWOMEN

Be it resolved that this 2008 Tllinois Republican State Convennon hereby approves & return 1o direct
eection by Republican primary electors of al? State Central Commitieamen and Stare Central
Commiteswomen for the [llinois Republican Party,



