
RESOLUTION OF THE 2008 ILLINOIS REPUBLICAN STATE CONVENTION
 
CONCERNING DIRECT ELECTIONS OF STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEEMEN AND
 

STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEEWOMEN
 

WHEREAS, the Slote Centrel Committee is tr.e senior goveMing beard of the Illinois Republican Party, 
and t~,e members of this State Central Committee have a duty to serve and protect the best interests of 
all qepublicans to the best of their ability, and to advarce the ideals and mess8ge of our Grand Old P,Jrty 
in I'linois; 

WHEREAS, the Illinois Republican Party used to allow all Republicans to directly elect the memo::rs of 
tile State Central Committee in our party primar I every four years; 

WHEREAS, a tiny group of insiders intent on consolidating power took this fight away from regular 
Republicars two decades ago and substituted a much more closed system for selection with adverse 
incentives, and cne which has left cur Party's governing board answerable only to a few, and 
una::count:lble to the RepubLcan rank-and-fIle: 

WHEREAS, the Illinois Election Code at 10 ILCS 517-Wa) sets forth a method whereby direct democracy 
can be res:ored to the Illinois Republican Part1 by re:urning to a system whereby Republican primary 
voters would directly elec: State Central Commtteemen and State Central Committeewomen everj four 
years from within each U.S. Congressional District; 

WHEREAS, 10 ILCS 5/7-8(8) states in relevant part, "A polilical party may, by a majority vote of the 
delegates of any State conv'E'ntion of such po.1:y, determine /0 return /0 the elecrion of State central 
committeeman and State Genlral committ9€\Voman by the vote of primary electors Any action taker; by a 
political pMy at a State ccnvention in accordance wilh this Section shall be reponed to the State Board of 
Elecfions by the chairmf,ln and sf:;icrtllary of such conven~ion within 10 days after such action.'; 

WHEREAS, this Conven:ion wishes te proucily stard With President George W. Bush 3r,d our 
presumptive RepublJcan Presidential Nominee John McCain as these outstanding leaders support and 
encoJrage pro~democracyreforms around the world, 

WHEREAS, this Convention believes our Illinois GOP cannot continue to deny Re~ublicans the same 
baSIC right that our brave mi'!i:ary men and women are giving their lives to protect for others oversees­
the fL.ndame'ltal principle of one person, one vote; 

WHEREAS, 58600 was a bill that would have accomplishec subst3ntially the salle return to direct 
elections, buc by leg:slalion well in advance of U',e current Convention; 

WHEREAS, 88600 passed the Illinois Senate b'i a unanimous vole on April 14, 2005, With the support of 
the fOllowing Senal~ Republicans: Chris Lauzen; Pamela Althoff; Larry Bomke; Bill Brady; Dan 
Cronin [also currently DuPage County GOP Chairman]; Gary Dahl; Kirk Dillard [also former Di.1Page 
COi.1nly GOP Chairman); Adeline Geo-Karis; John O. Jones; Wendell Jones; Dave Luechlefeld; 
Carole Pankau; Sill Peterson [a/so former member of the State Central Committeej; Christine 
Radognoj Steve Rauschenberger; Dale Righter; Dale Risinger; Dan Rutherford; Todd Sieben; 
Dave Sullivan; Dave Syverson [current (I)!jfnber ur the State Central Committee); Frank Watson, 
Richard Winkel, and Kathleen Wojcik; 

WHCREAS, SB600 only fai,ed to get to tre GOVernor's desk for signature because the bill was killed :n 
the 1,'linois House when the GOP's House lead€rsnlp succumbed tc pressure from our own party's 
enlr8n:hed inSiders not to advance the reform legislahon; 

WHEREAS, another oppor:Ulllty is now 3fforded to Repubiicans to return to diree. elections Wlhout 
chanqi'1q the law, as the I.lIinols Ele:tion Code 3S currentli ""(Ilte,l at 10 ILCS 5/7-B(a) allows O'Jf P3r:'! to 
ma~e t"le change on its own, bL't on y at a State Convention, by a majority vote of the delegates: 



WHEREAS, thi::; Convention wi she, to endorse the great~r opeflness and account;,bility, beUer (;]nio>"lr,d __ 
fiie particip8[ion, 3f1d enharced trarlsparellcy that returning 10 direct electiOrlS would roslgr and P10rT'Ol8. 

WHtREAS, tllis Corrve,n\;QI\ be\i<2w;~~ ii is timf' to re.v::!r:.;c B two decade old de~;.-;ion f(]f'~'.:'~l J.)I:~ 

Republicans by only 8 few, w!lich r'1210e our lliino:s Republican P~1'1y less competitive, le5s inclusivs, ,riU 
IN;": ciemoc'atic: 

WHEREAS. tills CQnvl~:l[ion b~lieves 811 11I:llors Republicans are worthy of at least the same I::.wo) of 
democracy, and dE~.erve <1\ !,,:'!st ~Iw san'IG lev.,.1 of respect, thai. all WinulS D~mocrab currelltly ,"I'IU\{ 
within their Slare Pert.\'; 

WHEREAS, eV'2ry Republican CC!\lrlirlatp. in 2008 and 2:110 will benefit fn'J.! a more pari.;c:pci'U'-/ ;-"!11f 
and frol"r! State Centrai C:)rnmii.!eemen and Stale Ce"lr",l Cornrnitteew:Jn~en who will have [li'-:,A0: 

ince~,~~ve tc engil':;;s arid recuit ReD'Jb~kall :ank-and-tile voters. and to build our Party; 

NOW. THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED. tMat \his 2008 Winois ~epublican Stale Co~wmtion r:erp.by 
approve::;, by a m3joritj of !he delegates 111 a!t?ndar:ce, a relum to the direct election t; Rep;Jbil'~cHl 

prin,ary elector's of ali St~lte Centm! CorrnT:ilteer-nen and State Centra: C,;>,nrr;itteewomcn fo'- the i![';,ui", 
RcpubiiC<Jn Pa1ty, 3.$ al.!t:'QI·~zed in 10 iLC$ 517 -8(a) 

THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION. ha\iill'J been prl::'!,;p.J'tf:?d at the 2008 Illinois Hepublicrm ·'>'1:':' 
Con\ienti(I:1 ,)n the 71h day of JU:IC! 2008. i~ here~)y' apPl:lvEd by ;) maJQrity voL~ of the delc9ah'-~ '~i 

attendancE' 

SO ORDEREIJ 

A" CVlinnar (l( U'0 2(]Oe JlilllOis Hcpubl:can Stare ConVenli(ln, I hereby certify tPlai thG fOIt.":y'lflq 
resolution has !)(.:len dul}' adcuted as the cFtkial f2(JSitiOil of the Illinni:~ RerllUican Party, as of lhle.; ;'U: CidY 

of Jl:re 2001:1. 

Ch-3;rman 

A:s Secretary of ti,e ?OOB Itlillois F\2publi,~~ln Stdte Convention, I h'Jreb~i certify (hat the rorc'IF)111C1 
f;:;:~;;)i'"J1iGr~ has ber~n·dL~ly wJopt",d 25 [he nffic81 prjsitbll of the Illinois Rer.\Jt)\ican P.1rlY.;;Is r,f t\'<s i't,·-j.;'; 
of ,June LUOK, 



RESOLl'TlO"
 

OF THE ILLI'lOIS REPL'BLIC"" PARTY
 

REGARDIl\G THE DIRECT ELECTION CJf IIIE\lBERS OF
 

THE STATE CEKTRAL CO\'[vlITTEE
 

\',,'HEP-EAS, the Illinois Eection Cr)de ([I) ILCS5/'7-S(a)) provides That The Ste..t'c Central 
Cl1mrr:mee S113.1: ')13 COill'Jos-ed r)f Q,lC IT1CiT1 b,,:, fi'c'm each congressional district in Tbe siate, and: 

,, 

VIHEREAS. 2 polJl1ca] ;:any In3.Y b:,' a m::~iL'ri[~ \L,[e of delegates at any state convention of such 
pany, determir.e 1O tllere2f"er eltCI d1,;:Smtc Ccmr2.1 ::11 county conventions held by such political 
pany. dnd; 

~,NH'=:REAS. the Illinols Repl;blican Party nas.:b.osen to elect members TO the Stme Central 
COI:lln:nee by \\'2Td, 10\\lbh1p. :mel precinct committeemen voting aT coumy conventions, Geld: 

\VHEREAS, in 2005 SenCik Bill 6C}(i \Y2tS introduced in the Illina:::; Gen~ral _"'.ssembly to provide 
for b~ direct electioE OfT]l::' SUlle Cemral Comminee by primary \,01erS, and; 

ViI-iC:REAS, the COll':cmion Committee on P;C1.tfor.m and Resolmions bc1~ conducted 3E c--..:tcnsi.\,~ 

hearing on ~he Cju~stlon 0: \\'lether the State Central Conmlinee sho'JU l~c direc:ly elected or 
elected c,y RepL~b[ic;m ward, to\\11Ship, and precinct commineemen, 2nd: 

',,\'~-IEREAS, it is rhe recommendation of the Convention Commine~ l)n PJatforr:J and 
Re:;;;o:ut!C':lS 10 o;:,pL,se [he direct election 0: the State Central Comminee due to the added 
c:\C'Jc'nse vf cOlducr:ng such an election, and because it undennines the rigbTs and pO\\'ers of duly 
e.::'Ci:d Rel11tl:<ican \\3TC:, lOwns;lip, and precinct commineemen w particip2t1e in the election of 
1:1e State Centra! Cot:1~1i:tee, and it makes leadership of the stc.!e pany vulnerable to the undue 

L " _.__ . 
- - ,',', ,;,. C'i-,--~...,''''- .....,~",	 '-'~".!,-,,,.~'-1' .":C' -­

THEREFORE BE IT RESrJLYED, thm it is the officia: policy of d1"; IUnois Republiccm Party, 
3,jo:~ted this (I, day of lilae 2008 by the pany Comentic'Q 10 0p;'05e the direct election of the 
Sl2l1e C:::ntral Comminee. 

Andy \lcKenr,a,	 Tolb':l"t Chisum, 

Cha::"E:.a:-:: of:he llli:.-:ois Republican Pa:"!y	 Secreta:'y of :]le 200S l::inois Re~ublican 

p f:l-ry' C{j1"J\' en!i(,r. 



MINORITY REPORT 
RESOL1-no--,/ COl\TERl\l--'lG DIRECT ELECTIO--,/S or STATE C£NTHAL 

C01'l'[\lITTEI:VIEl\' .A.'ID STATE C£.''HR-\L CO:\I:\1ITTI£\\'OJ\fE.r\' 

Bt il r.;;sCJhtd that [his 2D08 Illinois Republic"n State ConveuJC1:l h.:r",I:>: ~rpW\'~S ~ rerum 10 clirtcl 
t:tuion by Republicall pri~r8r; electors ofaP Sute Central Comm:h",ell1t:ll ,,:nd S',1'.8 CtnuJ) 
CCJl"J1rllinec'_'.'omen for rhe IlIi:10is RepLrblican Pany. 


