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Beyond Party Politics
 
Hinsdale politician's early act of bi-partisanship 
helped his former colleague become president 

IN THE HIGHLY POLARIZED POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT of an 

election, State Senator Kirk Dillard knew that appearing in an ad for 

Democratic presidential candidate Barack Obama would not be 

without lisks. But putting friendship and a sense of responsibilily 

first, Dillard agreed to do the ad <Ulyway. Now the Hinsdale resident 

and 24th Disoict Republican can take satisfa<.:tion in having played 

a small but important role in helping his former colleague get 

elected president. 

"I Imew that it would raise eyebrows," recalls Dillard of his 

lO-second cameo appearance in an Obama TV ad that ran during 

the Iowa primary 20 months ago. All the more so because Dilla.rd 

was already committed as a primary delegate for Republican 

candidate John McCain. 

In the ad, Dillard simply acknowledged that as a state legislator, 

Obama had worked cooperatively with Republicans to pass 

legislation. "That's all 1 said in the ad," says Dillard. "Barack and 1 

worked together on the first ethics legislation that passed in Illinois 

in 25 years. And then he and 1 worked together again, along with 

the new incoming Senate presidenr and (Peter) Roskam, on 

rewriting Illinois' broken death penalty system. On both ethics 

and the death penalty, his efforts were bi-partisan, and we were 

successlili, and those are monumental changes." 

While Dillard knew he would take some flack for doing dle ad, 

he admits to being "a little taken aback by the response" among 

some of/us Republican colleagues. After all, use oftlle ad was to be 

limited to JUSt the primary and, at the time, Obama was not only a 

major underdog in his own party's primary, he was a relative 

unlO1O\vn outside ofIllinois. "Who would have ever thought Obama 

would be dle nominee of the party?" says Dillard in retrospect. 

McCain, who "was off the radar" as \vell at the time, was 

understanding of DiUard's decision to do the ad."Senator McCain 

was very good about it," says Dillard, adding that McCain is a big 

believer in bi-partisanship as well. 

While Dillard would have loved to see McCain win tlle dection, 

he gives Obama and his advisors credit for running "perhaps the 

slickest and greatest race for president in history. If they carry those 

skills to the White House, tlleY will be successfi.II," he says. 

Dillard's respect for Obama, however, extends beyond the 

president-elect's political skills. "One ofthe reasons that I was a.tn'aeted 

to Senator Obama betore anybod)' knew who he was," says Dillard, 

"was that he and I each had professional lives and we each had yOlmg 

daughters. l1ut was a common denominator in our fiiendship." 
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In the course ofworking togedler, the two legislators exchanged 

stories about each others kids, and Dillard grew to respect Obama's 

commitment to his family and Ius ability to balance his personal 

and protessionallives. In fuet, dle two men's shared passion to leave 

a positive legacy fur their dJildren was one ofthe factors that influenced 

Dillard's decision to participate in the ad on Obama's behalf. 

"It is very important for Emma and Ava Dillard and Malia and 

Sasha (Obama) to see that men of different color, geographic 

locations and parties can work together," Dillard explains. "So I did 

it (the ad) as much for our children as anything else." 

'While Dillard had been rumored as a potential <1ppointee in the 

Obama administration, he has no plans to move to 'Washington. 

"I'm very happy with dle niche I have in the state Senate," he says. 

"I have young children and a law practice. I have a very good mix 

between politics, my family and my profession. I'm very happy and 

content doing what I'm doing." 

In fact, Dillard has big plans when he returns to Springfield in 

January, though he acknowledges that the session may get co-opted 

by the Blagojevich scandal. "Rod Blagojevich will be the Democrats' 

George Ryan," he predicts. 

Dillard remains far more positive, however, about another more 

noteworthy Illinois Democrat. "1 fed very proud of the fact that I 

gOt to work widl and know Senator Obama before everyone else 

knew he was a superstar." - Brittany Ashc1'Oft 


