
}TEWIEW
 

Covering 
Barack 
CBS 2 Political Editor Mike Flannery talks about his first impressions of Berack Obama, 
why his campaign's been brilliant and what's possibly the even bigger local story. 

au started covering Sen. Borack Obama 
when he was ejected to the Illinois Senote in 
1996. Whot was he like then? 
j IUd hiD) In Sr,mdldJ He Jld 'lanJ ,jUL. H~ 

WJ,,,'1 <.-'nc: ,:.i' ,he \"J,inc.;< ~U,-, j ....·'.. n ILler,.. \,~U 

Ln~nv, [here 2rt J kr l)[ Jclnc,,:m:< anJ 
R~p,_:bIICJr., p,-h,) -)X<2 I:h~[c. ",,)ee <', h,,<.!u;., I'_'~ 

,I" iamLl-, bu;in~,"-tClhdcs ,nJ pv~rn!:'.e:u_ The Cvlumha 
b1Chtlo:', Jegl'e,o, ,he H,w"Jrd La\'.' d~2;rte, (,va, ckJr [nm ho \\',; 
J ~,jiere'll kmd:>! gu\", .-'.rd ,he ClCc!lUJ" Unci :,r ',H, ',vh:n c:;:1cdy 

are \-o\i~,:'ing her~;' And (Lle" :"loo :hf :act rhJe he'j \\Tine'l ui' 
l-·,-,.,\:., ',,:h,d, l \In\·.'.ITclll,,(~h: cliJr,', ,': '~'_'",nJ ,nJ ,,,,d und l,eo \\:" 

lUl';lm,~ :cr (he L.S, S~n,'ne. 

Whall<ind or cardidate was he early on? 
1r~:nembcr tIlt' ~.'Car bddt h(; mnc,unced Ihe \"8, T1JIlfHll(!] t0r th<o 

l' ,::: 5~n"I<;, 1 -" ," ~n ['~:.-ria L(,·.-t-rin& ,< ow:', I \HI.' ir,lavlo·...-ing rhe 
F'~'-'ri" L>~m\' LJem,x,~[i,C Pa,rr\ cbwlldn 3T lht L8hr T ~rnFlc, 

.XI.:\ ~;b.<IRl Full, 'J,', JI'I "II',:; !-Iii; ')'.\':1 c'M, /\~I"",('3n· 1".,,,'::",, -lh)Hh· 

I hod heaJ clnt he '",",10 Ihll1bng 0{runn~ng I,J]' th" L.~, Semne, "j 

.v", .:hdC~<'.i 10-1]" Ci "C'lllc He' d1'~'l, ]"e\',ll~d c!-t<l' he"'Q :·~"n U_l\C'l:n~. 

:--ted ban ,w, (DC r08.J r,', ,12,1,5, driving him;:)" 8rouni mc,,:lcq 
.~i:'clplc ~r 0':er ,.,U["h,ern and (~fltn: Illmol-i. Ie .<,rur;k me, 'hes gll1' LS 

realh cealh h"ngn, .'\nd :11."~,, '.1<0By Jessica Curry 
Cd"~ an ''renng, Thi' I, ,he Pder 

F'r;,snl..l,oe1r :,0,1, II' ,;;k3,t dur F,C I:,:in:; -' R'~1.",IUI.::'r: In "r, 
m~rd,m~1v L!cITlccraelc stae, ,vas gCJl(JI! W h~,,\'e 1l'C"Jblc gelcmg ~o' 

d'c'c,eel, cu: Db.lUl wu;, ,Wi:' ,J! 111'lm' ,'.-h0 ;;U',' rho ',fenm~ ..'\nJ 0r 
c,'c11oe. (he res!. ';' JllOf \' c!),kn"-,','n 11'01'''''1'\'. 

It wa.. unu~uallhal he'd wr\tlen a book? 
01" 1'e2.h. The DllllCoe;' ,:,t fl,eml'er, f'! ,-he" 11l11olS General.'\'stmL'lv 
,':i'.,'\'e ",'tl[(~n ~~ld n'''' kid cc ;,,If-p,lbl,,h d',clr C"',T ['och, "'Y.I 
ce,,,)d r~( hab!'" C,~'UJ1[ t1-o"'f11 ,)1'1 ",n~ har,d. Th,re \"a, .i Jlf'(ert;m feel 
D hem. C>nFe;"[1(l,Un, \<'~k ciIiTdd~[. 

How were your 
conversalions with 
Obama different? 
He h:'.d a diilerem 
griO.;'p, <I h~'s: pinure 
m ll"'.J. I htlt ',','8.;, 

ne','",' 8 ;jcn,'" '-'0U ge( 
',-,.-,d'. " \,:>t c',t li~erlJ 

de"'" [here, 
fe,ll:hcflnz "Ikil' ,y,"'l 
nbC. \'c-,u di,in't gu 
d12..( 'c~l<e ",'ich him 
J[ 8:j lit ,;1""0:: ell( 

h 1',T' [i:'!rcsbmg. 

Has he changed a 
lot? 

He's beume a (C'Ud SfC'il.,e,. He '581<0 nC",1 tbs I', :,r:J ti~"He . 
\\-'r,cn 1','''~n[ (0 L""c ,-::.iri,'a ',"Ilh h:m 'n 2(,';'6, ,he 11',AEoeill 1 
r<o";l~~d ,],,,, he; "la, a]:"e,k""I,.-" "u ,i,ILlcj'1l~,i,,1n".l ;'qure, we ",ere ,n 

y,',Tl'C"[l :--T2lr~,bi, <",J ',I', ','.",nr C'; ,:'\~ SC€C,e L,f d',~ j'X\1.",r I": ~ 

dlb,"ss\', ,,,hieh ',\8.S (h" !!E( hli! "i Q8ed" bunHng ,Lac clxk 

A'\\e~ic'n.l"'CJ, \;:'c ".~r.L :h~,~ ,,,,Ll'I',,) J:h"d'(;e n,.:,r""c, WI;) P5( 
SP'X1(8;l~,'llslv, :5,0:'0 e, 30,L';;::' peTk gatL:reci, a( ',,,ha~', nl'W "­
rl'~mol'!ql Fa~-k, T1C', ,"c,ncd Lhamlll~ in S", ):-llli, "Come I" UE 
;~"'\·"',m.<, ,.,,'.'1~ ,," u,; C'L>;,rr,c. 

Have you seen any other politician rise so quickly? 
:-:~r\' ,J. 01',e. h', .mqlLc LL1 n,)' c-::f'o:ielH-'''. 

What's made Obamo so lamous so last? 
The u"quc {"nlLl,' .;rOf·;__ ""He h~ re:"Lo l" ao l", C;, ,"-c. ill, Diw.::io,l 
-::kn~l.":, __i~ ';J\" r,c: cdll..1n', t-~.\ ,a:H-n', 'f, hi, 8:'1.1\, ,',Hoel h~ 

~CGlllle (h~ eJilOfo! ,he NJ!"_,,ir1 L.li~' Re'."~\" a, 1UlKe ';und Ie 2 
l" ,hli<h In; he'lL<" ,'p!,rr)~lchc,~ J...: m ar,J '8i,J '-:~,'1,,>, "bL \\ ','.'u ',,'nr, 



vow lil0 ,cor',"" :'0" d-,Jr's where he ~Ij J,0 hOjL [:hwm; )'I'Opj \1) 

Fc~il2'" H~ ',J' th( h"I~Q: lei' !-U:TI 0" ,Jitkl'fnr lhiLg3 '" Ji;t~r~[1[ 

;:~,-'r:I"" He h,rr.,.'~~f. "J',', he'" (f:" ;ld(e ,-:,',:0 '.<1":1,.. ,c'TI~ :.[;lje'-· 
wb,: :l,ev i'.--,TII IC' ,cc. 

How do you think the Obama campaign's been run? 
IT' >.pn h--II'~'l( I" b,en Ji:ciF1n:ec!. \1.-'hl~1C·-'."c, bclh'c",I-,!_,:~ ul 

~I,k,ppnec.: [here" reoTI .'0\' m;lde rht cmr.p,u"n, Th",' hQei "L" 
~ICl~ ·t:eTId.( ":,{ TllTIrdni aFJ.iL" >TI;j;,=flr~, wl1<"-. mdu',-;II'~ ~ne 

e'reour!'\aHv rtl1h'.b:ci,'t ~ronn'"ll1r,er, ,l;Io:e5(i~lcL- :JI1Je:'esiimaltd 
:)]k.LLL"-, TL,;·, d,J,\'c rL'Jll\-' s,,~ cll1nl [:O.e Vc)rn~ \i'::'S do.,~ ['18( h~ '\''1' 

:aLr':2 cH, frrJ eVCTI d,.cu., [:,e':-' '.'-ere:l·' ··.-ery ~'·i~·:\L'iC In '.:oUTIlt:rn:" 
':is C2.ITtp, 

What's made the campaign so smart? 
IOh:1Jlla's] crnpai:;n 5,a,Jkci ,h", ,t.:lco, The\- u!1dehWOcl ,hat 
~':"KL"e,o ,n~ dllver. t', -' ~aci[", "i G~~l\·i'[,. T~~;; 3;W: [h~ "l'enlTI.'~ 

rhol ;,.il I!lO;t C:J.ucu,,,, p','", ~I~~m. e\'~r, ;':1 "":~'" like \]"".10 D.ll.- :". 
Suurh Dakot::t, \lonlena, In t: IqCei \\-h~re Hdbl'v Wad)c l'a\ ir.g 8'1\-' 
,'c:,,[1(["~.· Tbr FW"'lc1cd him \\'-:['. ch" rn,r;;in 0r "lneT, T1":0 ,-,q" 

th" ,.bS3ic 0'" She ···.-u, hv ,;~··:erJI pd,:.enu",~ plJll115lh, T",xcJ.,; 
FrLLno.,";, bm dn, ,am~ :ligh( rhtlc \1':'" :~ ~dllLU __ . i".hc!' rho C3.UCU' 

'-.-,,, j":1e. ~F. en::!,,;':Jr i:~ltiIW Ill~Ti:' ,.l':!~~'1'~' tl,lm T~;-;z; H" ,[,0 

'Xl d""e l',~r\i'helmiTIgl\'bbck ,:krric,s, Clnc- lhc l'Ule, ,_i [\e p.HP; 
giFe bJm[;~i r0 congr~',i']TI2.; di'u:c[< 8TIQ :0 Tili":> :hy ::ave \'O':eJ 
[\.-' Ill, lLrJt ic ,11 ,":..~ \:,:.:;r. -I h" ',--,' t->·jIT.o. ':a':' ,'0.1'~r ull,2eI'; c' ,.-,J ITt ne 

(:caTI Hilla" ,.lid rhac dl~ Dem'_G8;'C oueLl5 S' ,12 ~~ 1.S TI"\ one m)L. 
ene IVomln. ·In(; \'l;{~ l~ !':l.' all C:\e,ie ''-'. ~iTIkle;, 

Irs been reported that the Obama campaign correctly 
pedicted the outcome 01 each primary and caucus. What do 
you make 01 than 
Tn,n W8-; l(Y-,~"':~ Cdn1p'~:l l--bn3.ctr] D~\'J~ ::-'-cufi'c, The gu',',,, 
gerr ,LL'>. )r.b\be '" kw .])\., Qiter kw[, !1'Fbc i,""\ dee (l'o;ln c-i\]~\1' 

EJllr>biIc·. r!':'ui:e L.'J' 'PL'I~t:cI Jr. R,J~j~h, ~~u,~ e-~lc,IIl'.'l, mee'!"";; 
,-\d-, pecple ,here. FUC\:llg aTI iTIfra.mu(,ue l.-L r:Jee. r[tf.. Jnn,~ ~e 

i~n,' '·.r, ei~'('l, ill CJ.j,Ji,.d, /\.ne' 'h',r. ct' ecme'e. I' "..-heTI i( i'd,o ~r,,,, 

lnJ',<r.Cl/t\"rlh ':::m.'l.ll" ni~hl ·.-ben T,l'-, Ru,",,~, {21mc,,,,;'·: ;8.IJ. 
';\l/e now kTIc\}: ,,·!-co che De::.,,,eOlic :lc"u.nee:5 gc:~~ w be.' 

Why haven't we heard many leaks Irom the Obama campaign,? 
II hdr;-; lha 'ot.;'re J. ,~e','(omcr. HLbl'Y IH\> "ll:''',:JTI~!ec ";1 all :l,be 
pe':'rlc "ihc',J t'~e,l. c'I·j"IlC1 22 r~"L' yi:'dS, wru.' "', ere paF~': ,he 
\\··~,'hln~(()'l ,';J.mc 0.,;,1 had l'lde"' l'W'-' r"I"";",·.:h;ps ,,·,d-. 
tercHeco. A I", oi c!,c O::'-dmJ reodc ,:ltein't h2'.'e ~ha\. Ahl sh~ 

,t:Hted \0 \;C' I !alhcl [C'JJ [,' Fa~,i -:<l:l" Do'le, aTI;! l "ked he" 
".t(,~. being "_Cl)"cgoat"J 2nd -he W,lS l~!lin? r,lo !lml j',u:fJl. 
h-_",' [gmfu\' i, WeE, Thn :'-:ccoi ;-"·Luk refill \Y'IO :',-yill" L,) idl \iJ 

reX'I[~n (l'F i[ ',;':'1' ["u!i 5:rli, Dc'.!::- \·ho'd [ljI'o ,hte",dl d',e 1:'':-' 
:n:II'"" tuc.L an~ :Inl i:WI "n,1 Hilhrv\"e"~ .'1.\ inn(~~m 

by.\wnder,i, om "n deC :,:'d, "',Hk::1g lhC1~ ltt:k ,8')' ,_,if 2,_ PJ.lll 
i, 'l:~rdiTI~ like J. drJnl~oTI CCjC"r::.ign '.'.-c::-ker ;nc ,.~c,:,:'r. lhe': rue 
h~r iI', ai cQllya,u" Q~e,n}~~,' I' l:--eeau~~ ,ne :1.,'1' ,:.-i ~hem wan[e::! ",j 

r-e (;}m~~~:!!:l m"n,,?,,,, H:llar,- ',n" such:l ~c"Lrd rrt'ak A lO, ut 
''''lir,CL.' J.TI~. <~\'d~ m,.;'..,l::es 

What made Oboma deCide to run now? 
';'TI~.0 'Jl:--;Jc:l8 32.\'. [\Q( civn",mic.-h~ i3.\.',' ) {'eLl c:-i a h:nch ot \'-~Ile 

!;"",: :u.d) ··hilC· ,,:,'.. p"':,n h,· ,J.w I',~ ·;,:.uIJ ,,""'"',.'" c, ".' he d"~ I.U: 
maTI 5tcoJl,iiTIg, LeI'; go back (c) the ,'.lmlTler d \>5. ,u,jing LU 

[\'nl0U:'l'~IC SC'TI~l,X T Oin H"rkir,':, <tQlc +re, ::1lml'8u.c'!J, le",., 011 

!I·,t (oem,:-' iaiI ~T'-".JrJ:.!', ~TI':' i)b9.m~ ',I ,to til' .ita;: ~,) :h~ .J-lO'.\· HUi-;C 

UU\.',.. J, pe,:-ple bf~;iLg him [c run, I: 1",l.' do.r linl 'c":TIer\lIl~ ;\'il,i 
Iv,ppenm;:; iL lol',.j 

Did you believe then that he'd end up running? 
'1(eh, ,l,,::c r,e ~)n rhe pli:TI8F td C.S, ::'=el1illf in l\hl~h"i 

'~.l. ~',\( c'r :n:e" ,j",-s I.Hd 1 sa,d 'barJd' aHl,'.'m I.' ~;~ 

invlu(ion rc lhe \1;"hm.· HCd,e ChrLsmn,' pcU(\', /\nd \.','he", \'C':J 

:,\'0 ,)u~ d'.~ f:l1'''.'rmR' no',' OrTI')[Tl,,,nr, I ju;c ''-One \'OU (0 Jigo 
l'lt bo\: Wl\~, lhe ':'n~QmefJl ::.n::! r',:hC "'If,, F'i([ur~ "':'l~ '.11'. 

kid,." He sai": he \','c'Il~, .'J I'm gc:rlTI,l; :" haVe (() holJ h,:,11U 
chell. 

Wha1 were the other big, local stories this year? 
Thc ,i81",; :lX lTI,::e:'1,e l:~ ere C'-"J'': COUIU;' B'x,d. (he T-"l" 

R02k::) :u;,l, [he c' _'l'l(lnu:n:; i:we'! ip.[IOTI ;,:,1 G·J\ or:)l1r 
R:aguie'.';ch. lhe lSlOUnC'Cl.,L, 21lT\ost ir,ex.rllcable, itaklT\~c~ i:l 
-::;:r,n?;i~k lhac i; L'locLi'l~ pr,)',:[dS 0:1 ,:,.·crnhlrcg ('rc,m I."d 
]fJCl hd,c'o Qnd ,d.-ooj t~.F'LL's C'Oc'cni:',g 'ClpiL'Il 1.lnCl.- frunL ,he 
federal g,-:",-erTIme1.1 lha( ha'.'c be"TI sc: Wl:l~ inr ".,,"1'., I Jllc)!l, 

".~ ITt,''- I",~ d-l':<ie 11\ J:..'\"1.J ':d,~: Sr,C',I1:o;tk'ds becnm~ 

d,:-,siuTI(.(;L'TI .1l<~cdJ'1., 

A~e we going 10 Hile a change in Springfield ~<;lon? 

I don 'I \]Oc-;"'" !r--b+e ailtl ,he de [lorr. 

Whol eve! happened to DEnnis ~aste!l?
 

I-h\ c;r~'u[]j !Own. .'--1e aLc' h".' aTI o~):ce 1TI 0. 1'--:, He IY0,- w I-'::,n".
 
!ll:"''l.O:3, He's s:I:1 ':.n:,lvd 1[1 polm,,, ',1'C)lkmi: as CI ~':'TI6ul[~I'!.
 

;,<:h,i,\ '\~ 1."TI \he P"pui-! ,~iTIo Fe:1 ',T'.'m pc,-,"d b ['.(=. I:-[yren',
 
e,,:',-,( \\ em ',va\' du\',n,
 

lhe Illiroi$ Republicon P(lTl\" seems 10 be dying. 
[,1 llli:l:;is, (he Re~'ubl~em", ;H',\'C l'efTI rc::!';ceJ ~':> :', mClC 

,held,,\\-' d'" rcl,'i·.',1 :'~rr': rIll ,,[m,e'S[ :{),-in~ \\.,[:-, :h( "J u _ 
Ir.d L\, llmr_ iT ,m,:"hc' r~'c','. J ,hi:}, lll( Rq:\IUi,:c.n, In 
1l\TI01' ~I'", ,d,_,,')'! ,:)TI d,~ '. fl,;C d 50me bid ui U [im2.1e 
Iml'\"SlIJn The C:l-'lca:~Ujl~;'ur::-, ale ['h~ ICd'CTI [r,-; Reruhl,,;,m 
f,',r:', h~~ (.jl!ar,·,~J;lL 1U'I"_", CLJ,::-.g,')h,'1o I:een Inn"i('r'll~j 

h(,m :'e:,,~ ,hl' bL:,c,:'uu, ~I'trnht[,g ,h~['5 b,\(~ Qh~,u[ ci"e'-, 
There \\0..' [f,8t pe:i"J In dhou[ :':' [0 3;:' ',~;lr5 \\'l~'~I" 

R"P'-lUl~,',rL', l'n,i:uhrl, I;',,-.'e i.TI L"c,Pag~. ,:.c-;·uL! ;lIn 8gaiTI;( 
C)llCa,;e, 5i!vm;;, k"k J.c d',e .ledm-o l't j0WTItfJ1\,n, 10'_'k: Jr the 
m':s', :'h~ (['Ime, :\Ilei n,y" l,~"pl~ ~~":~~UI.iC d',er~ ',i'ln( :'.' FrLI 
~"~LC:O a:,.,nmcn> ,k,wnr,"','l'L. Ol:~ "j! ,h~ key Illir.vis 
RcrublicQll ',~d~~,tie,i r.dS JlSappured. Rieh f1'J ~T ,l,tt'~rfnt 

'i(lle", hj, 1~::td ,1 r,~"her 1·,1, e~~~[":''-'11 rallTI~ i'1 ,h";llhu;'b:, tLn':l 
:n :ne elc Ii veJ I,~uk h8~).- ewer d,.c lmr :' 1'0M, l:'j~ l'())ili~~1 

(l'c,:l<'O '::L~9.n';l: u! Ch1.CJ.20 rrom ub;ecc vi ,~crn 8nd LJ.uc·::'! I') 
',hi,<r ,_,C "TIn: i' ",,,CL,tI,], ',\ !'igg." ,.[.:-1',- I:h,m OL'~"lJ..::J 


