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Barack

CBS 2 Political Editor Mike Flannery talks about his first impressions of Barack Obama,
why his campaign’s been brilliant and what's possibly the even bigger local story,

ou started covering Sen, Borack Obama
when he was elected fo the lllinois Senate in
1996. Whot was he like then?

[ met um o Spenctield. He did stand out He
wasn'Tene of the asiness suvs down ters. 1ou
know, therc are 4 lor or Demeerass and
Republicars wha wre there. sorm o2 becausz 10y

the family business—polities and grvzrnmeny. The Columbia
bachelor’s degree. the Harvard Law degree, ©wvas clear chac bz was
& Adterent kimd of guv, Ard the avnuds kind of wa. . what cxacrly
are vou Joing hers? And then alse the fact thar he’d wriren tais
Fowrk, whoch Dunesrrunacele dide'ts Joananel road uncl be wos
ruriung o the LS, Serare.

Whal kind of cardidate was he early on?
[ remember the vear before he announced |he was runnime] for the
L .2 Sepate, 1w in Denria covvering 4 ctore 1 was interviewing rhe
Feoriz Uouncy Deainccratic Parry chainman ar the Labor Temple,
and Db pulls ap, decvee hus own car, Anengan-wade, smanh
I had hasrd chat he was thinking of running tor the 1%, Senarte, wo
w2 charzed tor a vhule. He then revealed char be'd Tezn mas eling.
He'd been an the road rec davs, driving hums:1¥ atound, meening
ceople all over souchern and central [limes. [t atruck me. this guv s
; really. really homery . ~nd alic he
By Jessica CU”’Y s an opening. Thio s the Pater
Firzperal L seat wnd v clese dhar Fie Beiv - Republicar moar
mereasingly Demeeranc stare, was going to have nouble geriing ve-
slected, and Qlaira was ore ot many «who sav the ~jenine, And. of
coarse. the rest s ust well-knewn lisrore,

I was ynusuc) hed he'd wiitten a book?

Dy veeh, The nurmcer of members of the o General Assemibly
wlatve swneren and ner had e self-pablish b2 owe backs, vou
coaild probably coune themn on wne hard. There was & different feel
o him, Conversanons ware differert.
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How were your
conversalions with
QObama differant?
He h:d o different
grasp, a Llgues pictute
inmird. There was
MEVEr 4 SUNAe WOl ZeT
wish e ot ot thern
down there,
feathenng thicir oen
pest. Toudidn'e ger
thar senze wich him
ar all. Me sreoz oo
It was refrcs[‘nng.

Has he changed o
lot?

He's became a betrer speacer, He's also now chus wier'd tigre.
When | went wo Easc Alriva with hum m 2006, dac moment 1
realited thar he was abselucely an huermarional foure, we werz in

Aoentoen Wairobl, aod w2 veno w che scere of the tanar U5,
embazssy. which was the bt g &l Qaeda bombing thac cock
Americon lives. We wernt drevs wodlo v advinee nonce, and jast
spontanecuslv, 23000 1o 30000 perple gathered, ar what's now 2
mamanal gark. They srarted chantng in Swatuli, “Come 120us

Chama coane weus Dhirme.”

Have you seen any other poiitician rise so quickly?
Norg aore It amque il my cxpericue.

Whot's mode Obame so tamous sa fast?
The wnigue fonudy story. whar he velers wods Tis DINAL tus biracisl
dennrs, Ae save be orulln’t be aransr—uws an his TOTAL Arter e
became the editor of the Haroard Loy e
priblishins heuse sprecached kem and waid

as Juncermand i, »
W oy e AT
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" So thar's wher: he Jid the ook, Drears jrom My

e b thas lers nim be ditferene things to Jitter=nc

sour life storv?
Farhar, Me =8
ceortz He fnmsell save he's the slare cre
wlaz they want to sec.

v reople prijeet

How do you think the Obama compoign's been run?
e meen Frlhant In's been dirciplned. Whoeves bellvasboag w

anbappines: chere's bezn sty imade che canpatzn. Thev had +1:

areat teneh o of Tunrang againss candicares wheoncludine the
aresurnably prohikiive Tonmanrer. grotesguely underesiimared
Shewa Tley didn's really sen unnl the vonng vwes done char he was
sakoro off, sl even then, thew weren't very efcnve 10 cLunTeniT g

Rig camp.

What's made the compaign 5¢ smait?

[Oama’s] campaiyn studied the reles, Thev understaod
canguses are duver v o cadre of aztivista, They
thal ail these caucuses zave them. evern i srazes like Nezh Dalesa,
Scuth Dakera. Montana, in glaces where Hullary wasn't paving any
srtenoon. Tha provided him wek the margin of vicrers, Texs: was
She wer by several peroenragz pomrs the Texas

that
; E]':.C A L," 2711 l'l.f_.

the o lassic ca:e.
prumary, but thar zame aiglic rhers wie o cancus. After the caucus
lolzgates iom Taxes He also
o those eversheliningly black dsrrics, ang the rules o1 che party
s tave vored
+d merg

3 done. he ended up zetring more

1

aive bonuses 1o congrasionel distrcrs 2nd o <rares that
Dentacratic it we poar. The Uhara campaar under
than Hillary did thar the Demecranc caucos

#1215 NG ONE MO,
cne woman. one ver: 1t has sl dhese v rinkles

't's been reported that the Obama campaign comectly
predicted the autcome of each primary and coucus. What do
you moke of hai?

Thar was [(Yara Carapargn dlanazer] David Plaafie, The guy s
gemius. Mavhe & tew Javs arter lows, mavbe it was the aighr of New
Fam=:hire, Flourfe woas spotied im Raleioh, North Carohies, mcenng
with peeple here, purtme an infrastructire inoplace, rreanng fo
fone on eor, i Carcliva, And thar, ot coutse. 15 when icwas the
InduraNonh Carolne night. wvhen Tim
“We now knew who the Democranc nonunee s gong o be!

Ruseert famesny sa1d,

Why haven't we heard many leaks from the Obamo campoign?
[t hel; “nall shes
p.:f_uplL whe'] peen pround 22 1o 30 vewrs, who v ore pars o7 tha
Washngron game and had there cwn relaraaships vk
reporters. A lor of the Coama peorle dign't have thar. And she
ralked coday oo Fatel Salis Dovle, and Uaskad her
abcus being soapegeat=d. and she was r=lling e how hurefal,
hons painful, ic was. Thar goor Mark Penw wee yiug o sell
reporcers that o was Pardd Solis Dovls who'd o threoch the 150
avllwn bucks and :har 8ill and Hillary were u.t innecznc
bysranders. out an the road, workiag ther hezle tanls orf. as Parnt
is -pending Like 2 dvynken campzign worker Tne reason they puc

g5 thar vou're o rewcomer. Hiday was sworounded

started o lose |

her i as campraivn manager 1 l‘-ecawe rhe swo of them wanred -

be campaten manager. Hellary was such a conerel freak. A lor o't

A

aelinds and svere motakes.

What mode Obama decide to run now?

Tnce Dbama saw thar dynemic—Dhe saw a field of 2 bench of vhure
b saw e coald mancon o o b dhis tast
surmnrmer of T8, poing 1w

sreab fre oa [ndiaocla, Towa, on

oy rand o chite wemen
man standing. Lets go back w the
Demnocratic Senaror Tom Harkin's
the county rair grounds, znd Ohama was the star o the show. Ruoge
ciowd, people begying bum oo rug. [1was elear thar wometlung was
heppening ir Iowa

Did you believe then that he'd end up running?
on the primary tor U5, fenare in March or
“Barack. all T wanc 1z an

Toan. Al he e
0L e o three davs larer. Dsad.
invicarion e the Whate Heuse Christmas parry, Aned when vou
sive oyt che Chiarmae reee ornament, [ just wanr vou o sign
e box witk the crmament znd [ose *0T 3 picturs wirh my

kids.” > have o hold hiw o

char,

He :aid he weald, 20 I'm going =

whal were the other big local stories this year?

The salzs 11w nerease by ke Cool Couney Board, the Toae
Rezics miel, the conunuwny investigaoon ot Goveraor
Rlagojevich, the 1atoundma, almaost inexplicable, stalemare in
Sermglizld o
and kndee and school repaizs o petting capital fands from the
federal gnvernmenr that have hezn set aside tor vears. Tinean,
we may |a2e those, Io's beyoad Belief Speongrie'd’s become

lar s Plocking proaress oa cvervthing from raad

Jvsfunerion juaction,

Are we going ta 1ee a change in Springfield saon?
1 don't know. Marbe afrer the clecuion.

Wwhal ever happened to Dennis Hastert?
M arcund town. He alse has an ofice in L0
Mlnes. He's szl imvolved i polimgs
witbrisr W hen the Bepuiblicens foll imom powver in DUCL

. He Lves uy Floino,
woliing as a consulan,
Hlazrery's

Li [ ¥

CUOLT W BT WY

The iilirois Republicon Parly seems o be dying.
[n [Nineis, the Republicans neve been reduced toa mere
[ almose toving wera the 1dea

itmink the Republicans in

shadow ot a pehisizal marre
thet ir's nme ta7 ancther paresy.
[Iinois are almest on the « of some kol of utimeare
tapteston. The Clucago sururs: are the reasen the Reruklicsn
porsy hes collapeed inc 1o, Chicage has been mrmansfonned
hom berg this begehoo, evervihung thac's bad abour ciries.
There wea: thar pe:iod fer abouc 2.7 o 30

fl;

vears where

Republizan:, pamiculacly these in DuPage. could un °=_‘uin5[
Chicage, saving. leok az the Jechine of downtown. look at the
the crime. peaple tromn ouc thers want o by
conida Crve of the key Minwis
Fepublican stzategies has disappeared. Rich Daley voar Jitferen:
tiwes, by, had a brher 1ol appreval ranny in the .:uhurb:. than
1 the e [F you look back aver the last 27 vears the political
“Tmalld

s, A0nd nos
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v uf Chicago from chiect of seorn and harred o

blgger srory vhan Ohaww. 3

ahjeor

27 envy is aguabls 2
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