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DCRCC Meeting 

Republic Headquarters, HAAS Center 

July 9, 2009 
· 5:30 PM—Executive Board Meeting 
· 7:00 PM—Socializing 
· 7:30 PM—Meeting called to order 
· Guest speaker James Settelmeyer  
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Agenda 
· Call to order, 7:30 PM 
· Invocation, Chaplain Wes Rice 
· Pledge of Allegiance 
· Introductions 
 Doug Mathews introduce guest speaker, 
 Assemblyman James Settelmeyer 
· ESTABLISH A QUORUM 
· Approval of June 11, 2009 Minutes 
· Officers’ Reports 
 Valley Vice-Chair 
 Lake Vice-Chair 
 Treasurer 
 Recording Secretary 
 Chair 
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· Executive Committee Reports 
 Rural Caucus Chair, Wes Rice 
 Strategy, Doug Mathews 
 Others... 
· Nominating Committee, Wes Rice, Chair 
 To fill vacancy of Corresponding Sec-
 retary 
· CYU, Aaron Sims 
· Unfinished Business 
 Jin DeGraffenreid 
· New Business 
 Walt Nowosad, Newsletter Editor 
 Waldo Walker 
· Announcements 
· Raffle Results 

· Adjourn 

Chair’s Corner July 2009 

The Fund Raising Committee met on June 18 
at HQ and began our discussion centered on 
what we remembered from the membership 
meeting a week earlier.  Maintaining Head-
quarters is essential if we are to reach our 
goal to elect Republicans in 2010.  We must 
have a place where voters can register, obtain 
information about candidates, have campaign 
materials available (Dump Reid bumper 
stickers, etc).  Effective precinct work re-
quires a place to collect and disseminate ma-
terial.  Most agree that a fund raising social 
event is unlikely.  Rather, the preference is 

Notable Quote 
And it proves, in the last place, that liberty can have nothing to fear from the judiciary alone, but would 
have everything to fear from its union with either of the other departments. 

Alexander Hamilton 1788 - Federalist No. 78�
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On Our Meeting Day In History 

On this day in 1777, New York elects Briga-
dier General George Clinton as the first gover-
nor of the independent state of New York. �
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direct solicitation from members.  The commit-
tee will be mailing letters to members asking for 
contributions. 

A precinct organization meeting was held Sat-
urday, June 20, at HQ.  Cheryl Van Ocker, Val-
ley Vice-Chair, presented a prototype of mate-
rial to be distributed to precinct captains.  Doug-
las has 41 precincts and each needs a captain.  
Like many big tasks, when broken down into 
small parts, the job becomes doable.  This is 
what Cheryl has done in  compiling materials to 
assist precinct captains.  Our membership repre-
sents folks from nearly all precincts.  The com-
mittee may be calling you to serve as a precinct 
captain.  These positions have a co-chair if you 
to have a buddy help. 

The Douglas County Republican Website 
(www.douglasgop.org) is being masterfully 
managed and updated by Mary Jane Harding.  
Visit the site to get the latest information on a 
variety of subjects. 

Maggie, DCRCC Chair 

Guest Speaker, James Settelmeyer 
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I have the experience of walking and working the halls at 
the capital addressing state concerns for over half of the 
last decade.  

Education 

· California Polytechnic State University, San 
Luis Obispo, Bachelor of Science, March 
1994, Agriculture Education  

· Concord Law School, Completed Contracts, 
Civil Procedure, Constitutional Law, Crimi-
nal Law Criminal Procedure, Torts, and 
Property Law Courses 

· Council of State Government West Leadership 
Academy 

· National Conference of State Legislators Leg-
islative Academy 

Work Experience 

· Nevada Assemblyman District 39 
· Settelmeyer Ranches Incorporated 
· Granite Construction Company 

Honors and Activities 

· Chairman, Nevada State Conservation Com-
mission.  Appointed and re-appointed by Gov-
ernor Guinn�

· Chairman, Carson Valley Conservation Dis-
trict, elected by the landholders of Carson Val-
ley 

· Volunteer Teacher, Jack's Valley Elementary 
School, Daughter's Kindergarten class every 
Friday 

· Graduate, Leadership Douglas County, 1998. I 
have  been a facilitator of this program every 
year since graduating. 

· Outstanding Young Farmer, Nevada State, 
2003, awarded by the American Jaycees. 

· Eagles in Agriculture - I have been a presenter 
in this program since its inception. 

· Coach, FFA Livestock Judging Team 

· Coach, FFA Livestock Judging Team 

· Founding father, Farmhouse Fraternity, Na-
tionally known non-alcoholic fraternity 

· Member, California Agricultural Teacher's As-
sociation 

· Cal Poly Dean's List  

· American Farmer Degree, FFA 

· Western Zone Treasurer, FFA 

· Carson Valley Chapter Officer, FFA 

· Presidential Academic Fitness Award  
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James Arnold Settelmeyer was born in Carson 
Tahoe hospital on March 6th, 1971 to Arnold and 
Patricia Settelmeyer. James is a third generation 
Rancher born in the United States. His great-
grandfather migrated to Gardnerville, NV in 
1880 with his brother from West Falla, West 
Germany. After working on the Allerman ranch 
in Gardnerville for ten years, his grandfather was 
able to raise the money to purchase the land. The 
Settelmeyer family since this time has been 
prominent in agriculture, politics, and the com-
munity.  

Sherese Settelmeyer, his wife, owns her own 
business locally, December Hair Design. She is 
the President of the Sierra Nevada Republican 
Women's Club. They have two daughters.  

In High School James was very active in the Fu-
ture Farmer's of America organization. He served 
as both chapter and zone officers. He currently 
helps coach the livestock teams, and helps the 4-
H with various activities. He graduated in 1989 
from Douglas High School from a class of 180 
students. He recalls how his father said his class 
was 30, and his grandfathers graduating class 
was three. 

He attended California Polytechnic State Univer-
sity, San Luis Obispo. While there, he was a 
founding father of an agricultural, academic, non 
alcoholic fraternity known nationally as Farm-
house. During the summers and vacations James 
returned to work on the family ranch. He gradu-
ated in the winter of 1994 with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Agricultural education. Since then, he has 
taken several courses in the legal field. 

Notable Quote 

"If men of wisdom and knowledge, of modera-
tion and temperance, of patience, fortitude and 
perseverance, of sobriety and true republican 
simplicity of manners, of zeal for the honour of 
the Supreme Being and the welfare of the com-
monwealth; if men possessed of these other ex-
cellent qualities are chosen to fill the seats of 
government, we may expect that our affairs will 
rest on a solid and permanent foundation."�
--Samuel Adams, November 27, 1780�

Info From Headquarters 
· We now have pins and T-shirts for sale at head-

quarters 
· We are in need of precinct captains as well as 

people to work those precincts.  Training classes 
are planned to train our volunteers.  A  

· Volunteer to register voters at the Farmers Mar-
ket on Tuesday evening in Minden or Wednes-
day morning in Gardnerville.  

For any of the above contact Cheryl Van Ocker at 
headquarters or at the next DCRCC meeting. 

The Modern Ikon and the Future 

Webster defines the word ikon as a conventional 
religious image that is used by Eastern Christians.  
A modern derivation of that Eastern definition is 
spelled “icon” and has two meanings, (1) a sign 
whose form suggests its meaning and, (2) an object 
of uncritical devotion.  �

Okay, I know; where am I going with this? In the 
last general election, Barack Obama was an icon, 
representing himself relative to the second modern 
definition, as in “rock star.”  He was held in high 
esteem as the last great hope to change the per-
ceived direction America had taken in the past.  
Misinformed and misled Americans, looking for 
change from the current administration, mesmerized 
by the articulate, iconic talking head, voted him in 
only to later find that his definition of hope and 
change did not line up with theirs.�

The first modern definition of icon relates to the 
desktop icon on your computer.  It suggests that 
there is something meaningful behind it.  In this 
case, the misleading label fooled the misinformed 
voters who looked to this icon, represented by 
Obama, for hope and change.  While the icon itself 
did not explain the details of hope and change, few 
bothered to press the button and look behind to see 
if there were details behind it and instead simply 
trusted the candidate to deliver their own personal 
definition of change.�

The first modern definition of icon relates to the 
desktop icon on your computer.  It suggests that 
there is something meaningful behind it.  In this 
case, the misleading label fooled the misinformed 
voters who looked to this icon, represented by 
Obama, for hope and change.  While the icon itself 
did not explain the details of hope 
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and change, few bothered to press the button and 
look behind to see if there were details behind it 
and instead simply trusted the candidate to de-
liver their own personal definition of change. 

In looking behind that icon we see TARP, Omni-
bus, automobile company bailouts, Cap and 
Trade (read that as cap and tax), universal health 
care, nomination of a far left liberal to the Su-
preme Court, nomination of Harold Koh, an 
avowed anti-gun activist, to the post of legal 
counsel to the Secretary of State, a “grand” tour 
of Europe and Middle East during which profuse 
apologies for America’s transgressions were 
proffered, a deep, reverential bow to a foreign 
leader, covering of a religious image at a Catho-
lic university before delivering a speech, a public 
debt that can never be repaid, and the  litany 
goes on.  You can add your favorite Obamana-
tion to this list because there is not enough space 
in this newsletter for all of them. 

The point of all this is that Obama represented 
what he stood for in vague terms that the voters 
were free to interpret as they wished only to find 
that what they thought was not what they got.  
And now those same Americans are ruing their 
choice last November, becoming more and more 
angry, as evidenced by TEA parties, while 
Obama takes us on the path toward socialism, 
backed by a liberal dominated Congress.  And 
with a Democrat majority in both houses and a 
possible 5-4 split in a liberally biased Supreme 
Court, it seems that course could be successful. 

The future looks bleak at first blush, but I have 
faith that the Americans who are really pissed off 
will come out between now and  2010 to get rid 
of the non-responsive politicians as well as those 
who profess one ideology and side with the other 
(does the acronym RINO ring a bell).  We could 
even end up with a relatively balanced Congress. 

The 2010 elections are so very important not just 
to we conservatives but also all to those disgrun-
tled Americans who voted Democrat in the last 
election.  We here in Nevada have the opportu-
nity to depose the Senate majority leader Harry 
Reid and hopefully offset the Minnesota Su-
preme Court decision to seat Al Franken.  
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That could bring back to possibility of filibuster 
power for our party not to be obstructionist, but to 
help defeat stupid legislation.�

After having read this, one would wonder how it is 
that we have come to this.  Perhaps we’ve become 
too soft and too involved in day-to-day life to be 
concerned with the goings on in Washington, so 
much so that the gang inside the Beltway have as-
sumed they have carte blanche to do as they 
please. Our nation, founded on the proposition of 
the inherent freedom of all men as bestowed on us 
by the Creator; our nation dedicated to the idea of 
personal responsibility and boundless opportunity 
for those willing to work for their profits, our na-
tion defending it’s citizens, is on he brink again.  
It’s time to become mad as hell and not take it any 
more.   

Perhaps God, with all his Grace and Wisdom, will 
once again inspire new leaders who are willing to 
accept the mantle of duty, who will exhibit states-
manship, and who will exercise the good judgment 
needed to preserve, protect, and defend the Consti-
tution.  Are you one of them? 
 

Walt Nowosad, Editor 

 

Notable Quote 

"To take from one, because it is thought his own 
industry and that of his fathers has acquired too 
much, in order to spare to others, who, or whose 
fathers, have not exercised equal industry and 
skill, is to violate arbitrarily the first principle of 
association, the guarantee to everyone the free ex-
ercise of his industry and the fruits acquired by it." 
--Thomas Jefferson 

 

Newsletter Subscriptions 

It’s that time of year—Newsletter subscription and 
Business Card Advertisements are overdue and 
payable.  Send check payable to DCRCC to P.O. 
Box 2325, Minden, NV, 89723-2325. 

�
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Sierra Nevada Republican Women 

July 8th, General lunch meeting was held a 
Two Guys from Italy.  Our guest speakers 
were Jan and Lynn Muzzy and discussed Let-
ters to the Editor: The opportunity to commu-
nicate and educate, and how to explain and de-
fend conservative viewpoints through the me-
dia. 
 

The General lunch meeting for August will be 
held on the 12th at Two Guys from Italy.  
Doors open at 11:30 AM with lunch served 
from 12—1 PM.  Our guest speaker will be 
Douglas County Commissioner, Dave Brady, 
who will share information on the economic 
developments in the county and what the fu-
ture holds for us as a community.  Please 
RSVP to Nancy Jarvis at nancyjar-
vis@charter.net.  

Sierra Nevada Republican Women 

eblindberg@charter.net 

Letter from Sally Wiley  

I would like to express my deep and sincere 
appreciation for all the love and support given 
my family after the very traumatic loss of my 
son, SSG Sean Diamond, KIA 2-15-09 

I please ask that you continue to keep all our 
family in your prayers as we work through our 
respective journeys of grief. 

Part of my grieving process is to continue my 
support of our troops, and I hope that all of you 
will join me in this endeavor. 

I have met, via e-mail, a wonderful woman 
named  1SG Daisy Jackson.  Let’s see what we 
can do for her women soldiers. 

Below is the information on some fabulous 
military women who could use some tender 
loving care (don’t forget Daisy, she is not on 
the below list).  Per Daisy, many of them are 
on first deployments and truly miss home and 
their fillies.  You may contact Daisy directly at 
daisy.jackson@AFGHAB,SWA.ARMY.MIL.  
I am sure this list will change, but feel free to 
also send generic packages in care of Daisy.  

PVT Unika Fletcher, PFC Lisa Watson, PFC Jonnie 
Castro, SPC Precious McClean, PFC Hana Yi, PFC 
Sahilys Salinas, SPC Sandra SaitoFlores, PV2 
MaryBeth Gingrich, PV2 Molly Riegel, SFT Tara 
Collins, PV2 Qamara Miles. 

All packages should be sent C/O 

1SG Daisy Jackson, 149th Trans Co, APO AE 
09355 

Do what you can for Daisy and her brave soldiers, 
knowing that whatever you do will be greatly ap-
preciated. 

God bless you all,  
Sally Wiley, DCRCC, GSM, SNBSM, Proud Mon 
of Sean Diamond (KIA 2-15-09) 

Editor’s Note: The moral and material support of 
our troops is nothing short of an act of love.  These 
military men and women leave their friends and 
family to go in harm’s way on our behalf.  Let’s 
support them in an effort to make their lives just a 
little less harsh.   

 
An Invitation to Speak Up 

How many times have you picked up the Record 
Courier or Reno Gazette Journal and read the Opin-
ion Page, only to become somewhat irate or even 
pleasantly uplifted.  You feel that you have to say 
something either in support or condemnation of the 
article.  But, more often than not, the irritation or 
euphoria passes and you go about you life as usual.  
You may even be “print shy”.  Well here’s your 
chance to break out and give us your two cents 
worth. It can be what’s on your mind currently, 
what bugging you about local government, or even 
something the editor of this newsletter may have 
said (not likely).  So, heat up your pen, quill, me-
chanical pencil, or crayon (if you are not allowed 
sharp objects ) and send your input to w13n7star-
view@verizon.net and we’ll get it in the next issue. 

Notable Quote 

"On every unauthoritative exercise of power by the 
legislature must the people rise in rebellion or their 
silence be construed into a surrender of that power 
to them? If so, how many rebellions should we have 
had already?"  --Thomas Jefferson, 1782�
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 �Tentative Calendar March 2009 through March 2010�

�
March  24 Executive Board introduce newly elected Board members 
 28 Carson city TEA Party, 10 A.M. through 2:00 P.M. 

 
April    2 Pot Luck Dinner, 5:30 P.M. at headquarters 
  9 Executive Board and membership meeting 
 15 NVRCC, Carson City AND TEA Party 

 
May 14 DCRCC Executive Board and membership meeting 
 19 Pot Luck Dinner, 5:30 P.M. at headquarters 
�
***June through September, Farmers Market on Tuesday afternoon and evenings in Minden and Wednesday 
mornings at Lampe Park 

June 11 Executive Board and membership meeting 
 12-14  Carson Valley Days Parade & Booth at Lampe Park 
 
July   9 Executive Board and membership meeting 
***July & August Fund Raiser  -  What to do??? 

August 13 Executive Board and membership meeting or not 
   Doug Matthews suggest a Fall BBQ 
�
September 10 Executive Board and membership meeting  
 26-27  Candy Dance-need permit for space 
 
October   8 Executive Board and membership meeting  
 ?? NVRCC Fall meeting, Las Vegas ??? 
***October fund raiser 

November 12 Executive Board and membership meeting  
December    3 Christmas Dinner, Governor’s Mansion 
January 14  Executive Board and membership meeting  
February 21 Lincoln/Reagan Dinner, CVI 
March 11 Executive Board and membership meeting  
 ?? DCRCC Republican County Convention 
Chair positions need selecting and committees need forming 
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DCRCC Executive Board 
  Chair    Maggie Benz   782-5078 
  Valley Vice-chair  Cheryl Van Ocker  783-3521 
  Lake Vice-chair  Barbara Nelson  588-5348 
  Recording Secretary  Sherry Dilley   267-3784 
  Corresponding Secretary To be filled    
  Treasurer   Linda Colavechio  782-5338 
  Past Chairman  Wes Rice   588-7770 

 

Nevada Republican State Central 

Committee Representatives 
Jim DeGraffenreid, Sherry Dilley, Mary Jane Harding, 

Doug Matthews, Barbara Nelson, Sharon O’Berg, 
Eileen Rice, Brenda Robertson, Nancy McDermid, Mary Porter 

 

DCRCC Lake Members-at-Large 

Dennis Berry, Doug Matthews, Wes Rice 
 

DCRCC Valley Members-at-Large 
Joyce Holstein, Lorrene Palmer, Georgia McArdle 

 

Nevada Republican Party 
Rural Chair—Wes Rice  588-7770 

Newsletter Subscription 
 

Rates 
One year e-mail   $10.00 
One year hardcopy mailed   $20.00 
Non-member e-mail   $15.00 
Non-member hardcopy mailed $25.00 
Business Card Advertisement  $75.00/year 
Political Advertisement 
 $10.00/month 
 

Newsletter 
Walt Nowosad, Editor  

E-mail: w13n7starview@verizon.net  
 

Our Website 

DouglasGOP.org 
Mary Jane Harding, Webmaster 

maryjanepete@yahoo.com 

Important Contacts 
www.whitehouse.gov 

www.ensign.senate.gov 
www.reid.senate.gov 

www.house.gov/heller 
www.gop.com 

www.nevadagop.com 
www.nvnorth.com 

www.douglasnvgop.org 
Assemblyman James Settelmeyer 

jsettelmeyer@asm.state.nv.us 
 

Douglas County Commissioners 
 David Brady  782-9821 
 Doug Johnson  265-2550 
 Gregg Lynn  790-2818 
 Nancy McDermid 265-6867 
 Mike Olson  267-2611 
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Many thanks to our business card Advertisers 
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